
       Event : Master Class Tournament

Opponents : West Germany

 Date : 1982

 Board : 

 White : M Read

 Black : P Opitz

1 e4 e6
2 d4 d5
3 Nc3 Bb4
4 exd5

At  the  time  White  was  a  relatively 
inexperienced  postal  player  and  he 
was  yet  to  learn  that  very  tame 
variations  such  as  this  one  would 
offer  him  virtually  no  chance  of 
gaining  an  opening  advantage 
against the type of opponent that he 
would  encounter  in  the  higher 
echelons of correspondence chess.

4 ... exd5
5 Bd3 Nc6
6 Nge2 Nge7
7 O-O Bg4

Threatening 8 ... Nxd4 and therefore 
tempting  White  to  slightly  weaken 
his  kingside,  after  which the bishop 
will drop back a square to oppose his 
adversary’s minor piece.

8 f3 Bf5
9 Ng3

(position after 9 Ng3)
9 ... Bxd3

9 ... Nxd4 is more risky. White replies 
with  10  Nxf5  Ndxf5   11  Bxf5  when 
11 ...  Bxc3?!  12 bxc3 Nxf5 allows 13 
Re1+  Kf8  14  Ba3+  with  a  strong 
initiative for the pawn, and 11 ... Nxf5 
can  be  met  by  either  12  Nxd5 
regaining  the  pawn,  or  12  Re1+ 
continuing in gambit style.

10 Qxd3 Bxc3

The knight was preparing to head to 
the kingside via e2.  With this  move 
(or indeed with the alternative 10 ... 
Bd6) Black equalises completely.

11 Qxc3 Qd6
12 Bg5 f5
13 Rae1 O-O
14 Bxe7

Black  was  preparing  to  embarrass 
White’s bishop with 14 ...  f4  15 Ne2 
Ng6.

14 ... Nxe7
15 f4

If ever a position was absolutely even 
it is this one. White’s opening has let 
him down abysmally.

15 ... Ng6
16 Qf3 Rf6
17 c3 Qd7
18 Rf2 Re6
19 Rxe6

19  Rfe2  is  safely  met  by  19  ...  Rae8 
when  the  pawn  on  f5  remains 
invulnerable.

19 ... Qxe6
20 Re2 Qd7
21 Nf1

Intending to manoeuvre this piece to 
the e5-square eventually.

21 ... Rf8
22 g3 Rf6
23 Qd3

23 Qe3 is answered by 23 ... Kf7. The 
text  prevents  the  black  rook  from 
going to e6 immediately.

23 ... Nh8

Black’s  knight  takes  aim  at  the  e4-
square which it will reach via f7 and 
d6.

24 Qf3

In view of Black’s plan, as set out in 
the last note, White sets a little trap...

24 ... Nf7??

... and Black, lulled into a false sense 
of  security  by  how  quiet  the  game 
has been, walks straight into it!
24  ...  Ng6  would  have  repeated  the 
position after Black’s 22nd move.

(position after 24 ... Nf7)
25 Qxd5! Resigns

Black  has  set  himself  up  for  a  back 
rank mate and so the queen cannot 
be  taken.  At  least  two  more  pawns 
will also fall by force. Amusing is the 
line 25 ... Qc8  26 Qxb7! Qd8  27 Qxc7! 
etc.
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