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 White : M Read

 Black : C Herbrechtsmeier

1 e4 c5
2 Nf3 d6
3 d4 cxd4
4 Nxd4 Nf6
5 Nc3 g6
6 Be3 Bg7
7 Be2

White  decides  to  avoid  the  highly 
theoretical lines arising from 7 f3 Nc6 
8 Qd2 O-O and either 9 Bc4 or 9 O-O-
O.

7 ... O-O
8 O-O Nc6
9 Qd2 Ng4
10 Bxg4 Bxg4
11 Nd5

This move prepares to set up a type 
of Maroczy Bind.
If  Black now plays 11 ...  e6 to force 
the retreat 12 Nc3, his bishop on g4 
becomes embarrassed.

11 ... Bd7
12 c4 Ne5
13 b3 e6
14 Nc3 Qa5
15 h3 a6
16 a3!?

This  was  my  opening  novelty  that 
attempted to improve on the theory 
of the time which ran 16 a4 f5  17 f4 
Nf7  18 exf5 gxf5 when I did not like 
White’s position. The idea of the new 
move  is  to  retain  a  more  flexible 
pawn structure.

16 ... f5

I gave up playing the 7 Be2 variation 
when double IM (correspondence and 
OTB) Guy West of Australia equalised 
against me in 1989 with the thematic 
16 ... b5  17 f4 Nc6  18 b4 Qc7  19 cxb5 
Nxd4  20 Bxd4 Bxd4+  21 Qxd4 axb5 
22  Rfd1  Rfc8   and  the  game  was 
drawn in 34 moves.
The  text,  however,  allows White  an 
initiative which was the point of his 
new 16th move. 

17 f4 Nf7
18 b4 Qc7
19 exf5 gxf5
20 Rac1 Rac8

20  ...  Qxc4?  21  Na4  forces  Black  to 
give  up  his  queen  by  21  ...  Qxf1+ 
(because  21  ...  Qd5  22  Nb6  is  an 
immediate  win  for  White)  when 
White gains a winning advantage by 
22 Kxf1 Bxd4  23 Bxd4 Bxa4  24 Qe3.
Similarly 20 ...  Bxd4  21 Bxd4 Qxc4? 

22  Na4  compels  Black  to  surrender 
his  queen (because of  22 ...  Qd5  23 
Nb6, or 22 ... Qb5  23 Nb6 threatening 
to trap the queen with 24 a4, or 22 ... 
Qb3  23 Nb6 threatening to trap the 
queen with 24 Rf3) when 22 ... Qxf1+ 
23  Kxf1  Bxa4   24  Qe3  simply 
transposes to the previous line.

(position after 20 ... Rac8)
21 Nce2!

An excellent plan! 
White  intends  to  exchange  Black’s 
king’s bishop for his knight, and then 
play  his  bishop  to  the  d4  square 
wreaking havoc on the king position. 
The possibility of a pawn thrust to c5 
is also opened up.

21 ... b6
22 Ng3

This move has the added bonus that 
it  attacks  the  pawn  on  f5,  thus 
preventing 22 ... e5

22 ... Kh8?!

Black  pins  his  hopes  on  a  counter 
attack against g2. 
In  view  of  what  follows,  it  was 
perhaps a better idea to try 22 ... Rfe8 
intending to answer 23 Nh5 with 23 ... 
Bh8.

23 Nh5 Rg8
24 Nxg7 Rxg7
25 c5!

Since White will  eventually  play his 
bishop to d4, Black will be forced to 
counter by playing his pawn to e5 in 
view  of   the  weakness  of  his  a1-h8 
diagonal.
White  therefore  attacks  the  base  of 
the  d6/e5  pawn  chain  before  it  is 
created. Now 25 ... dxc5  26 bxc5 bxc5 
27 Nb3 is clearly in White’s favour, so 
Black  is  obliged  to  allow a  pawn to 
stay on c5.

25 ... bxc5
26 bxc5 Qb7!

Maintaining  his  hopes  on  the  g2 
square.

27 Kh2!

Before he can play his bishop to d4, 
White  must  move  his  knight  to  f3 
(where it will attack e5 and block the 
h1-a8 diagonal). However, it will then 
be attacked by the queen on b7 and 
by  the  bishop  moving  to  c6.  White 
must  therefore  ensure  that  his  g-
pawn is available for active duty. By 
playing  27  Kh2  (instead  of  27  Nf3) 
White delays Black moving his bishop 
to c6.

27 ... Qe4
28 Nf3 Rcg8
29 Rf2 e5

At last he has had to create the pawn 
chain.   29  ...  Rxg2+  was  useless  in 
view of  30 Rxg2 Qxf3   31 Rcg1!  and 
White  consolidates  his  extra 
material. Very neat here is the line 31 
... Rb8  32 Qxd6! Nxd6  33 Bd4+.

30 cxd6

Destroying  the  base  of  the  pawn 
chain.  The  operation  started  on 
White’s  21st  move  has  been  a 
complete success.

30 ... Bc6

If  30  ...  Nxd6  then  31  Ng5  forcing 
Black to shed material by 31 ... Rxg5 
32  fxg5  without  compensation  eg 
32 ... f4  33 Bc5!

31 fxe5 Resigns

(final position)
The desperate 31 ... Rxg2+ allows the 
very neat 32 Rxg2 Qxf3 (32 ...  Rxg2+ 
loses  to  33  Qxg2  Qxf3   34  Rxc6)  33 
Rcg1 (33 Rxg8+ Kxg8  34 e6 also wins) 
33 ... Rxg2+  34 Rxg2 Qxg2+  35 Qxg2 
Bxg2  36 Kxg2 Kg7 (or 36 ... Nxe5  37 
Bd4) 37 d7 Kf8  38 Bg5!
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